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THE DEATH WAHRREANT.

Anthony Martel was a brave young solil-
ier as ever bore arms on the battlefield —
e was an almost universal favorite in his
regiment.  Ile loved Lis country, and ®
maiden, Cadeline, who was considered the
prettiest in Visselle, and many were the
hearts that beat with lova and joy when the
fair Cadeline turned ber beautiful eyes up-

on thew, and returned their salutations|court martial isnota very unusual thing, |b ; )
¢ it is sufficicntly rare to attract great at- |firm that I did not quail or falter when the

'

There was not a|)®

with a winning smile,
brave soldier in tne whole regiment, but
would have been proud to shed his last drop
‘of blood to resent an insult to the bright

‘star of Vissclle, Many were they who ! try a crimival. Within a spacions teut
{ were guthered a large number of officers in

*worghipped at ber shrine, but there was on-
ly one that reecived any return to his pas
sion, and he was the gullunt Anthoeny
Martel.

The Colonel of the rogiment to which
he belonged, was a man of violent passion,
insolent and overbearing in the extreme to
his subordinates; and was as upiversally
bated as Martel was loved.

On severa! neeasions he had made infam-

.
| % Mad girl! you are in my power; and I
| will use you as [ please, since you have so
| insultingly spoken,”
{ & Never!”

“ Dare you defy me to my face? Thus,
then, let me prove my words by snatching

T & Bl g breath of the sweet fragrance of your besutiful plain not far from the camp. No

| seornfal lips.”

And clasping his arms around the form
of Cadeiine, Lavillicr endeavored to put his
threat into cxecution,

[ % Help, merey I exclaimed she.
[ At this moment the report of a pistol in
the hnads of the stranger we have lLefore

£1.00 | mentioned, was heard, amd the bullet sbat- | meet bis doow !
9 tered the arm of the aggressor, rendering |ignated for bim to die, he was calw and un-

him powerlezs, But wheace the shot came
{ buth wera nusble to tell, for no sooner was
[the weapon discharged than the deliverer
disappearcd, aud Amthony Martel rushed
|into the room by another door. Observiug
{ the wild appearance of Cadeline, breaking
| from the arms of the Colonel, in an instant
| he divined the whole, and with a powerful
| blow he luid the intruder at his foet,

spot, who, on entering the room, were im-
| medintely ordered to arrest Anthony, for at-
{tempting to murder his superior officer.—

I vain Undeline protested his innoecnee—
| they put bim under strong gusrd.

[ Og the fullowing moruing an unusual ac- ;

tivity nmong the officers told that something
[of more than ordinary importance was to
(take plaec, as cach one hastened to the
| (quarters of the commandant. T‘H)ugll a

tention in & eamp.
Soon the guick roll of the drum told
that the court bad convened, and was ready

full upiform.  Seated vz a raised platform
was Gen, Lovick, acting as the judge. An-
uther roll of the druwm announced the pris-
UneEr.

«Of what is this man charged ?” asked
the judge,

« For attempting to destroy the life of
his superior officer, Colonel Lavillier,” said
the advocate.

¢ And where is the accuscr?’ continued

ous proposals to Cadeline, which she Lad
rescnted with scorn, but still Le became im-
portunate, until finding himself bafiled iu'
all Lis endeavors, ho determined to adopt |
new procedure, hoping to be more suecess |
ful in his designs.  Accordingly he called |
on {Madeline when she was alone, and made |
an apology for Lis Trmer sudeness, aud |
asked her [orgivencss, which was re :sii:;.‘

|

|

|

given, pr '»":ml‘-.-.-:v that ke would troubled

no fartlier, but in this she was disappointed
for he immediately made aew overturcs
love to her, promising if she
to his suit he would load Lor

 §
11
woukl list t:J

with prescuts,

and also make her his lawful bride. But]
all these futtering inducements bad no of
feet upon her, for she was true to her first

IU\'l‘.

# (Yopsider, Cadeline, my rank and sta-
‘tion, and then your position would be Ligh-
er than the proudest lady in our village ;
besides, vou shall have the attendants and
all the ]ﬁx‘.lr_\' and refinement that wealth
can furnish.”

s AL, Colonel Lavillier, what wonld :.'.'!l
those gifis be without the heart?" saill
Cadeline.

s Yor would soou learn to love me,” suul|
the Colonel. !

¢ No, Colonel, we can never love bur
onco.”

¢ Then why not love me.”

¢ Because [ already love another.”

¢ Indecd my fair charmer,"” said the Col
onel ircnicully, “may 1 be penmiiied t
know the nam: of the gallant 1"

& Anthony Martel,” was the innocent,
roply. |
# What a common soldier—a hircling for|
arval ! My Heaven!” be exclaimed in a
terrible passion, *unless yon instantly ac-|
cept my suit, and reject the begzearly cliarl, |
I will bave him shot like a dog for andae-|
ious presumption, and 1 will give you buta
moment to decide bis fate,” |

“ Ob, sir!" exclaimed Cadeline, “ he is
guilty of no erime; he has never injured

an',’

# ITas he notdared to supplanta Colouel
in the French army, and be is only a scld-
ier.”

¢ Nay, Colonel Lavillier, I loved him
ere 1 saw you  He is generous, noble and
wonld injure no one.”

“ Do not lese time in idle words; con-
gent to be mine, or ere the morning sun bas
risen, his heart shall eease to beat I

“Ob, Heavens ! spare him,” said Cade-
line in anguish.

#You plead in vain.”

«@ive me but a single day to decide.”

¢ Not an hour.”

At this moment a majestic form cast its
shadew in the outer doorway, but it was ob-
gerved by neither of the persons withia the
room, so absorbed were they in their own
affairs. Stepping aside 50 as to be unseen,
the stranger remained a spectator of all.

« T implore you to let me speak to An-

v
W H N
e .

| & man who is on the threshold of eternity.”

| and turned pale ; be knew tuat Martel was

the court.

¢ Here, may it please your excellency,’
replicd the Colenel, whese arm waa done
up in a sling.

*How came Martel to attempt your

¢ 1 bnow not,’ said Lavillier.

¢ What provoked the insult?

¢ A eonversation with a young pirl with
whom the prisoner is acquainted.’

¢ [5 that a1 &

¢ 1t iz, your excellency.’

Afier n short conversation with the Oi!lcri
officers, the Judge tarned to the prisouer
and thus addressed kim :

¢ Anthony Martel, you have been found
guilty of au attempt to murder a superior
officer of the French Army, the punish-
went of which is death.  What have you
to say that you should not enffer the ex-
treme penalty of the law which you bave
offended ¥

Martol, wlio stood as though unconscious
till now, raised his manly form; he bent
Lis cye searchingly upon the Colongl, and
said in a firm voice:

“ Your excelleney, T am aware that any
vindication which I may make, will be of
no avail, bug, being permitted, T will speak
the truth, that my follow soldiers may
kunow that 1 die innooeent of the charge
brought up ng:‘i!-st me. 1 did not fire up-
w Colonel Lavillier, snd bad no weapon
when srrested. At the moment T entered
the dwelling of Cadelive, I found ber strug-
gling in his arms, I stepped not toinquire
Lis rank, bat struck him with my doubled
fist to the fleor. This is sil I bave done,
and Lizd it been the Ewperor himself in Lis
pulavs, 1 would have dome likewise. For
the duty of the true soldier is to protect the
innocent and defenceless. I am willing to
diz—but my death will not go unavenged,
for the grass will not bave coversd my
grase before my eomrades shall have .found
the heart of my murderer, for there is not
one that will shrink when the hour comes,
[ am ready--pass your sentence,’

¢ Martel, your language does not become

¢ T'ruth becomes a man at all times;' re-
vlied Aunthony. ’ :

Col. Lavillier, during the tima the pris-
oner was speaking, seemed greatly excited,

a grest favorite in the reziment, and be
kuew that his own life was in danger.

¢ Anthony Martel,” said the Judge, * the
sentence of the court is, that you die to-
morrow at sun-rise, and that you beshot by
twelve of your.comrades.

Again til roll of the drum told that the
case bad becn decided, and !Ileh,". were about
to conduct the prisoner to his quarters,
when a yong‘.si!l rushed past the guard in-
io the tent, prostrating berself
feet of the presiding officers, exclaimed :

< He isinnocent ! spare him ! he did mot

[ him farewell, he gave him permission to ad-
‘ By this time, the report of firearms had |drcas his companions in arms. This mark
Lrought a detachment of soldiers to the [of kindness moved the condemned man, and

j hands tremble, but with a firm, steady aim,

| In vain:Codelive pleaded with him ; he
| was inexorable, and she was borne senscless
i from the tent.

On the following morning, a little befure
{sunrise, soma soldiers were busily engaged
{1 placing red flags at short intervals on a

{soouer had this been aceomplisbed than the
jspund of a mufiled drum and a band play-
(ing the dead march was bheard. A compa.
{ny of soldiers drew near, accompanied by a
{largs number of officers, who came to wit- |
{ness the punishment of death. Anthony
| Martel was walking with a firm step %
Arriving at the spot des-

fmoved at the approaching crisis. Twelve
lof his follow-soldiers were brought into
{line.  Bvery movement showed their un-
|willingneas to perforin tho odious duty
which bad been assigned to them.

All being arrunged, the commandant
walked up to Martel, and tuking him by
the hand be shook it warmly: Bidding

a tear started fo his eye; but luckily, re-
gaining bis composure, be addressed those
who were about to lay bim low in death,
“Comrades, [ have come hoere todie likea
man and a soldicr; Lam guilty of no erime;
[ Lave never dishonored my country or my
regiment ; I have fought by your side in
the thickest of the battle, when the guns
of the enemy poured hot lead into our ranks
and swept our brave countrymen like chaff
before the whirlwind. But you can all af.

grim monster stared me in the face. And
should I trembie now when I am to die by
the hands of my beloved comrades? No!
I consider it as an honor, and the lust sound
that will ever greet my ears will be the glo.
rious dying music of your own true gunsas
L fall. I know that you will not suffer my
ashes to remain unavenged. Let mot your

level your pizces at my breast, when I give
the word fire, for I would have the mark of
every man, if you love me. Comrades,
farewell, aud may we all meet where the
warrior rests from his battles and his victo-
ries.

The soldiers brought their pieces to their
slioulders, but stopped suddenly =s the
frantic Cadeline rushed into the arms of
her lover.

¢ Ok, Anthony! Anthony! you must
not die; Colonel Lavillier will have mercy;
hie canuot be so eruel s to murder you.'

¢ Cadeline, there is no hope, I am pre-
pared to die, but this meeting unnerves me.
[ could bave wished you had been spared
this scene, bot calm yourself and do not
weep when Lam gone.  You will not want
for defenders, for my regiment will go hard
with bim who dares to offer an insult, Cad-
clive, be his rank what it may.’

* Commandant,” zaid Colonel Lavillier in
an impatient tone, ¢ it is past the time ord-
cred for the execution ; separate them, and
perform your duty.’ .

With great difficulty Cadeline was torn
from tho embrace of Martel.

The wotd 7eady was given and quickly
followed by the second command aim, and
the third and last fatal word, jire, was on
flie lips of thie commandant, when a etern
voice from a person who stood a sbort dis-
tance apart, closely muflled up, gaye the
command to recorer armas.

8o sudden was the order, that every eye
was turned to the person who bad thus|
dared unceremoniously to countermand an
order on so important an oceasion.

* Order that wan under arrest,’ said Cel,
Larxillier.

As the persen approuched rapidiy to
where he gtood, throwing the cloak from
his foce, the astopizhed officer beheld in
bim Field Oficer McDonald,

» Will Col. Luvillice inform me for what
crime the culpril suffers?”

¢ For an attempt on my life with a pis-
tol,’ was the anawer.

¢ Are you sure he is the guilty one?’

‘Yes.

¢Wiil you not pardon bim?'

€Tt has been decided by court martial
that be shall die.’

¢81ill you have the same power to plrdanl
bim.?

¢ I decline all interference in the eourse)
of justice,’ said be.

I do not,’ said McDonald, ¢ therefore |
stop the execution. Anthony Martel is nat
guilty.” :

« May 1 ask your exeelleaey who is the
guilty one,’ asked }gﬂlllmr with an uncasy

alr.

« I am,” said McDonald.

« Will you please to explain to me this
m r

"‘;"{'ill. Having business of import-
anee with you ou the evening of the assault,
I called at your headquarters, and found
you not. - On enquiry learned the diree-
tion you had takeo, and followed in pur-
guit. Finding that you bad entered Cade-
line’s cottage, I arrived just in time to be
an unobserved witness of your villainy, and

e I give you an answer.” shoot Col. Lavillier.! . e

.lh?h:: ?l;'ordglm h";m’; therefore instantly|  As the tears flowed down her l_ﬂlhfﬂ was ﬁmd by ;:s ;’g;‘fh;t not i:"’:: f;:
consent to become my wife or sign the!face, every heart was touched wi Pty wu‘d heast. ul’lut:I‘ 1
death warrant of Martel.” save one. He stood unmoved | g% bave reachud your i s ;

¢ Inbuman monster ! I would rather|plications. The Judge informed b ¢ that it | greet you iu behal your P';"n-“'
die » thousand deaths than be: your wife— | was impossible for him to alter the sentence whom I have related your :;. :;h :nd
even if you were the prond Eﬂmt, Qf of the court, and '_m lhﬂﬂ w M 'has been M Wﬁ“'m L "
Fraoce. ~ Anthooy fears not death, and Be| #as (o D v B SLES o was hoser  spos m;.’dm:‘qﬁ“"i <

: 5 i the inju who 2noetorth Jo OMEEE.

would rather give dwsy s Mls tln Y5 for ﬁmﬁm’ m 10 merey. 'oer i the grand army, snd mow ke Mar.

me prove false to him."”

the ball, which only- shattered your arm, | upn

te’s place, and receive the guns that, a mo-
ment sinoe, were aimad at the breast of an
innocent man U

Every heart beat with joy st this*sndden
change.  Poor Lavillier, trembling with
fear and shame, was led to the red flag.—
Again the fearful orders were given, but the
heart of the culprit sank within him, and
be implored for morey.

* Hew can you ask for that which but a
few moments since you refused an innocent
man ¥

‘I own my fault,* was the reply.

‘Then I refer you to Col. Martel, who
has full power to pardon you or not, as he
thinks proper,” said Macllonaid.

* Col. Martel,” said the disgraced officer,
¢ dare Ifhope for merey #

*1 grant youa full and unconditional par-
don. You are at liberty,” was the willing
reply of Martel, ¢and do not forget to show
merey that you may receive the same.’

By this tima Cadelise beard the gladsome
tidings, which spread rapidly through the
camp, and bastily returning, she was in his
warm embrace. That dny was a glorious
day to the regiment, and there was a grand
celebration given in homor of Field Mar-
sbal MacDonald and Col. Martel.

In the course of a fow wecks after this
event, the church ot Visselle overflowed
with those who assembled to witness the
nuptials of Martel and his lovely bride,
Cadeline Dapee.  And many were the lit-
tle prescots and keepsakes that the happy
pair received from the regiment, who loved

. L=]
their brave and generous commander.

Guneral Fhiscellany.

Neglect of tho Bloctive Franchise.

If an intelligent foreigner were told that
an clection was pending in the greatest of
the States of the Union, in these times of
our natonal perils, for officers whose voice
would be potential in the affairs of the
State, and for a Legislatare which would
determine the relations of the Common-
wealth to the Nationsl Governwment—if he
should learn, morcover, that ove set of
candidates represented the unconditional
loyaity of the electors as above and beyond
every other political consideration, and that
the other set of candidates embodied the
idea that a party organization is to be
maintained ot all hazards to the Uvion, and
that a distinguished and representative
supvorter of thesze latter candidates bad
publicly stated a contingency in which the
Republic should be suffered to dissolve into
fragments—such an outside absoryer would
anticipate that the electors, glowing with
patriotic ardor, would demonstrate their
devotion to the Union, if not by noisy
proclamations, by the still small voics of
the ballot-box. He would suppose that
the deep scnse of the value of our institu-
tions would eall cat every citizen; that
those unfamiliar with the polls would be
zealous and persistent in endeavoring to
give decided and unanimous expression to
the love of country which burns within all
breasts.

Were the forcign obscrver whom we
have supposed, to be told on _the contrary,
this elestion, condneted in the presence of
the Rebellion, and baving no little bearing
on the rclations of this great State to the
Rebellicn and to the Government, excited
less futerest than any that had oceurred for
years: that many men heretofore aetive
remained wholly aloof from the polls ; that

|in the cities and villages, and indeed gen-

erally, the mest wealiby aud the best edu-
ecated, and those who most aspire to dircct
the popular mind, bardly remembered it
was clection day, and kept as far away from
the ballot-box as if it were the box of Pan
dora ; were Lie to know the most effective
workers in controlling votes were aspirants
for petty local offices, and persous of less
than the average education and socinl posi-
tion—-could he form a very high idea of the

atriotism of our citizens, or predict a very
Eright future for free institutions dependent
upon the fidelity and strength of the people
of New York?

Is it now more than ever, & sad thing to
perceive how the elective franchise is neg-
lected. That cur institutions are threat-
ened with sobversions; that the national
existenee is imperiled ; that evarything dear
and honorable to a people is in danger of
being spatebed away from us, are fuets not
controverted, That the election just closed
has o direct and important bearing in
strengthening the (Government or in cn-
couraging the Rebellion, both parties have
truly iusisted. Yet a very great class of
our population—and it is no derogation of
others to say, the best classes, too—the
most intelligent and the most substantinl—
have by their acts pronounced it no con-
cern of theirs, have not given it the atten-
tion they would bestow upon a town fair,
s balloon ascension, or a common visit of
social formality.

Is this a dry fot cating out the heart of
our liberty, preparing us for submission to
whomsoever is bold enough to put bis foot
our teek?  There is certainly a poiat
beyond which this neglect of the clective
franchise can not go, without overturning
our whole system of government. It is an
sbiieation of political power in favor of

ho| those who choose to exercise it. It does
Dot give us an ari

.mw,hd as that

be.’ Tt bands’ the reins of authority

over to the idlest and the noisiest and the
most viciows. Itis a question how much

farther we may goin this direction without Scoit's Opinion of Northern Seldicrs.
utter shipwreck. The efil is ealculatod to!  The bravery of Southern o 12ers §e
alariy every one who, observing facts, looks | to be questioned —on every 611 where
to their consequences.  The negleet of one | have boen called vpon to eforl our
elestor impels another to megleet to vote; | iry's honor, they bace added lustro o !
so the evil grows. Whether it is to spread | Amerivan name; but there are radien) ’
|

till the vitality of our liberty is destroved, | fis yetweett the Northern and 8o

or whether our citizens will at some time be lern fior, ‘whiell ‘wers very  well

aroused to their respomsibilities, Qoes not | lustrated by Gon, Scott, in 7 recont ¢

now scem cloar. Fear whispers the for- | sation with the writer, We ineident !

wer; hope insists that the latter will be the | mestioned that the provailing Soutl '

case.—New ¥ork paper. {idea was, that the Yankees were cowns :E

B — and that one Southera wan was phys {
cqual to at least five Northern men

The Contrahand Elmuent.
A reporter relates the following incident | which the old bhero replied, that in

h

of the eapture'of Port Royal : {coursa of his Jong military earecr, Lo |
As soon as the negro alabes observed us|seen much of boths Northorn and South !

coming on shore they fucked along the | soldivrs, that he knew them wel!, and o t

banks in great numbers, somre bearing par. | derstocd  their relative wvalne—ihat ! ”

csls and bundles as if expecting us €0 tule | Somhan soldier wee b gt

them at onco to a home of freedown,  Every | potuoug and roeliloss; and that o 1

variety of negro and slave was represented | ties enabled them to make asplondid cho I

I say negro and slave, for it is & melin. | and so long as the thde of battlo wosia 1 -~

chely fact that ‘some siaves arc apparently | favorthey kept up thelr farpetuosite, v
as white as their masters, and as intelli- | they were exbansted, which wouid =
gent,  Darkies of gennine Congn physiques, | happen.  But when they were repul
and darkies of the geouine Unele Tomland the tide set ngainst them, ol their :
pattern, darkies young and jubilaut, darkics | vous energy disappeared, and retrector |
middle-aged and esger, and gray-baired | ic would mecerearily cecur, The Nortl
solemn-looking fellows, Some appeared i soldier, he said, was equally brave, b
mystificd, scme intelligont.  The quadroon | was a higher order 'Jr_bm"‘if.'r'—“’!f A s
and the cetoroon, possessing an undistin. ool caleulating, idomitable, :-h‘::l!:t”. :
guishable tint of negro bloed mingled one | gotiz and enduring, and to all this they
drop with soven of sonthern nativity and | ded o grest amounnt of individual in
ancient family, formed, to speak mildly, | gonce and soif respect; and when upon
an ioteresting scene. battle, field their reverses only herved th
As fast as the contraband artiele came | arms for inerensed effort, and that, take (h
within reach, it was placed in tha guard all togother, tl.w Northeran Soldiers
house, an old frame building bebkind Fort Rest in the World,
Walker. Here quite a collection was made. s =
They were huddling together half in fear g e saml
and half in bope, when a naval officer of| By twoor thres arrivals from Ricko
the Beinville looked in upon them asking, lh? public have received accounts of llt- {
¢ Well, well, what arc you all about ?* prisoners being shot f.lr the grave ot
¢ Dat is jest what we would like to find | of looking out of their prison win.
out, mas'r,’ was the response. Thesa reports ere confirmed by the .E“
The officer assured them that they would mond papers, o far, at least, as ong of 1!
be kindly taken care of, and perbaps found | 'S concerned, and we suspect the baif
something to do, and need not be alarmed, [ 29t been t"l;f' The Richmond Jug
¢ Tank God for dat, mar’s,’ was the roply, | gives the f““"?”“.;a’ bratal and. b
On drawing them into conversation: they aceousit .-_t one thess an:rd[y_mt.nd-..--
said that they caught a great deal of fish in | victim beiug a 3.41.‘\7 York asl.llcr‘..
Port Royal harbor, fishing at night, afier| A Yankee prisoner, named N. C. 1)
the plantation work was done. Two slaves | a member of the T9th New Youk Itegh
were found reconnoitering about on their | confined in the lower prisoner, neas |
own account, and on being brought into|ett's, was shot and ms!antly' killed, »
camp, explained that they belonged to Mers. | one o'clock on Saturday morning, by o
Pinckney of Charleston, and came down to | the seatinels who kept wateh ov
¢ see what de white people were all about.’ | building. The latter observing the
They said that the white people all ran | kee to appronch the window in a sug
when the ships eame up, erying, ¢ Great|manner, as i eontewplating sn
God! Great God! Great God! the Yan- | ordered himy away several timesn 1
kees are coming; fire the boats’ Other|repeated commands, the prisoper i
slaves reported that * when de white folks|an insolent and defant refusal, |
see the little boats coming up, dey laffad at | sentinel finally levelled his mao!
dem, but when dey sec de big checker | fired. The bell strack the Lincoln:
sided vessels coming, doy laffed an de oder | stomach, inficting o tersible woun
side der moufs.” terminated his life in a very fow
o — The sentinel has not culy been exiu
The London Times *h Genptal McClollan. from all blame in the matter, but
The following is from a recent editorial | ©=i% 1 thie *ppauiy of the pr P
in the London Times: suthoriiies for the i-r:'.»:::;:_ and
Rt . sonaues in earrying oul s n
It is eaid mow that smong the pul.tr:-.d D Py unifiwtnsata ¥ ankoo, sths: Besi
people, as well as in the mereantilo world, e e YA Bautal aos
there is a great anxiety for anather batile. l r-_..-.-_ ev ,tl.n,l,j .: :_. Koo :__I,;
General McClellon is urged almost as much | ° ™ = 7L f-"j.L".-'.'h.::.l,'J“ ey
General Scott was three months before, T | =™ 2 “} Gy "r':h; r\'T'::.?J) -
do the General justice, he is indefutigable thuit motal coil in this loealify.
in his efforts to avoid another Bull Kun. | = = ‘_""."“*"-'—-‘---T
Our correspondent details the reviews and| Bt ia. Specinl nf-the Tondoy 13
inspections which take place, and makes! Russell, the Johin Dull eorvespo
one estimate highly the personal qu:;iini-_--ll;m begins to get through his 1
of the commander. It ia bis &ty toachiove |y iiius shull some 7lea of the of
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defeat to depross the soldier’s spirits. Iy 1 Texnn l‘-m&-.l_v:ntton spoken _uf:
incessant exertions, however, this vast mue, | thore was taiks of a party in f
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